HOW TO USE THIS TEMPLATE: Replace the placeholder text with your own and keep the styles (use the Styles pane, do not format by hand). Delete every blue guidance box before submitting. Submit one .docx file in Times New Roman (12 pt for the title and headings, 10 pt for all other text). Do not add headers, footers, or page numbers. The sections of this template are a suggestion only: organise your paper in the way that best suits your study.
Title of the Paper
First Author 1*, Second Author 2
1 Position, Faculty (if applicable), University, City, Country. author1@university.edu
2 Position, Faculty (if applicable), University, City, Country. author2@university.edu
*Corresponding author: author1@university.edu
Authors: give every author's name, position, faculty (if applicable), university, city of the university, country, and email address. Mark the corresponding author clearly with an asterisk and a "Corresponding author" line. Write names in the same spelling and order that should appear on the Springer License-to-Publish (LTP) form.
Abstract
State the purpose of the study, the method, the main results, and the conclusions in one paragraph of 150 to 300 words.
Abstract: required. Do not include reference citations or undefined abbreviations, because abstracts are often read without the chapter or its reference list.
Keywords: 
keyword one; keyword two; keyword three; keyword four; keyword five
Keywords: provide a minimum of 5 and a maximum of 10, as single words or compound terms.
Introduction
Introduce the topic, the problem statement, and the aim of your study. Cite sources in APA 7th style, for example (Author, 2024) or Author and Author (2023).
Structure: the sections in this template are only an example. You may organise your paper in the way that suits your study (for instance, combining methods and results, or adding sections such as a literature review or case study), as long as it includes an abstract, an introduction, a conclusion, and references.
Headings and text: number headings consecutively (1. Introduction, 2. ..., 2.1 ...). Define technical terms and abbreviations the first time they appear. Use SI units, a period for decimals and commas for thousands (1,250.5). Use italics for emphasis within a sentence (never for whole paragraphs), for species and genus names, mathematical or physical variables, and prefixes in chemical compounds. Use bold only for run-in headings. Use terms consistently throughout (for example always "Figure", never "Fig."). Never use footnotes instead of a reference list.
Section heading
Subsection heading
Write your content here. Use as many sections and subsections as your study needs, and refer to every table and figure in the text, for example: Table 1 summarizes the data, and Figure 1 shows the model.
Table 1. Short, accurate description of the table. Source: Author, 2024.
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Tables: build tables with Word's Insert > Table tool. Do not use spaces or tabs to separate columns, and do not paste tables from Excel. Give every table a caption above it, and add the source to the end of the caption when needed. Number tables 1, 2, 3 (not 3.1) and cite every table at least once in the main text. Do not submit tabular material as a figure.
[Insert figure here]
Figure 1. Concise caption that identifies every element in the figure. Source: Author, 2024.
Figures: insert each figure in the manuscript and also send it as a separate file in an approved format (TIFF at 300 dpi for images; EPS or Excel for graphs; TIFF at 600 dpi for combinations). The number of files must match the number of figures, and the colors must match those in the manuscript. Number figures 1, 2, 3 (not 3.1) and cite every figure at least once in the main text. Give each figure a concise caption that identifies all its elements, written in the text and not inside the figure file. Merge multi-part figures into one figure with one caption; otherwise give each image its own caption. Add alt text to every figure (right-click the figure > View Alt Text) or send it in a separate Excel sheet file. Use markers such as boxes or circles in graphs, not only colored lines. For a figure taken from another publication, put the source last in the caption.
Section heading
Continue with the sections your study needs, for example, methods, results, and discussion, in the order and form that suits your paper. Create equations with Word's Equation tool or MathType, not as pasted images.
Conclusion
Close with your main conclusions. You may add limitations and directions for future research where relevant.
References
References: use APA 7th style, in English. Every reference must be real and verifiable, relevant to your paper, and include its DOI where one exists (check that it works). Cite every reference in the text, and list every in-text citation here. Include self-citations only when scientifically justified.
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (2023). Title of the journal article in sentence case. Journal Name in Title Case, 12(3), 45-67. https://doi.org/xxxxxxxx
Author, C. C. (2022). Title of the book in sentence case (2nd ed.). Publisher. https://doi.org/xxxxxxxx
Author, D. D. (2021). Title of the chapter. In E. E. Editor (Ed.), Title of the book (pp. 100-120). Publisher. https://doi.org/xxxxxxxx
BEFORE YOU SUBMIT: tick each item, then delete all blue guidance boxes.
☐ Files and format: one .docx file; Times New Roman; no headers, footers, or page numbers.
☐ Authors: names, position, faculty (if applicable), university, city, country, and email for every author; corresponding author marked; names spelled and ordered as on the CTP form.
☐ Abstract and keywords: abstract included with no citations or undefined abbreviations; 5 to 10 keywords.
☐ Text: headings numbered consecutively; terms and abbreviations defined at first use; SI units; consistent terminology ("Figure", not "Fig."); no footnotes in place of references.
☐ Tables: made with Word's table tool; each has a caption and source where needed; numbered 1, 2, 3; cited in the text.
☐ Figures: each has a caption and alt text; numbered 1, 2, 3; cited in the text; multi-part figures merged; embedded in the manuscript and sent as separate files; file count and colors match.
☐ References: APA 7th style, in English; all real and relevant; DOIs correct; every reference cited in the text and every citation listed; self-citations justified.
